in paediatric anaesthesia is evident with their many useful hints to minimise and to deal with problems. In this age of sophisticated monitoring, it is refreshing to read about the need for "constant patient contact" and the reminder of the "use of the praecordial stethoscope, hand upon the bag and eye on the operative field". References quoted provide more than adequate material for further reading.
There are a few typographical errors. The quality of the paper is fair only, presumably to reduce costs. Illustrations are sparse. Perhaps a chapter on transport would have been warranted with the trend nowadays of transferring sick children, particularly neonates, to regional centres.
Generally this book fulfils the authors' aims and is a worthwhile addition to the growing number of texts on paediatric anaesthesia. VICTOR L. HARRISON Infection and the Perioperative Period. Edited by Alix Mathieu, M.D., and John F. Burke, M.D.; Grune and Stratton, Inc., III Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10003; $44.50; pp. 456; 230 x 150. This book has many well-known contributors from the fields of anaesthesia, surgery and microbiology, mainly from the United States but also from France and the United Kingdom.
The aim of the book is to examine the factors responsible for nosocomial infections resulting from procedures associated with surgical operations. The book is divided into three sections, Preoperative and Intraoperative Considerations and Postoperative Problems.
The first section deals with host defence and immunity, effects of anaesthesia on defence, sterilisation of anaesthetic apparatus and prophylactic antibiotics. Under Intraoperative Considerations there is a discussion of the operating room as a vector of infection as well as the anaesthetic management of various infective conditions, for example endocarditis, pericarditis, renal failure and liver failure associated with infection. The final section, Postoperative Problems, includes management of postoperative respiratory failure, nutritional support in septic patients and infection control in an intensive care unit.
Many of the infection control principles presented are not new but convincing and recent evidence of the importance of these principles is well presented. The anaesthetist and surgeon together have a key role in preventing many nosocomial infections, intravenous cannula infections, respiratory infections as well as wound infections. The financial and intangible cost of nosocomial infections to the community obligates all medical practitioners to be fully conversant with relevant means of prevention. This book is the sixth of the series Current Status of Modern Therapy. Mark Swerdlow has brought together nine authors, all recognised as experts in their field, to produce a book that will serve as an excellent reference to those practising in or about to set up a pain therapy unit. The style of the various authors is not uniform, but this does not detract from the overall purpose of the book. Unfortunately, the first chapter on neurophysiology, a subject that is always difficult to comprehend, is most laborious to read, and although abundant in information, it lacks clarity and is void of useful illustrations.
Each chapter brings together many current views on the different aspects of pain therapy and is backed up with an excellent list of references. There are points that some readers will not agree with but that serves only to produce some stimulating thought. Some of the techniques expressed and the drugs used are probably practised more in England than in the rest of the world. For example, the use of 100/0 phenol in Conray for neurolytic blocks is not mentioned, although some criticism in the use of phenol is aired, nor the role of dorsal column stimulation nor the newer non-steroid antiinflammatory drugs, e.g. zomepirac, which was available in Europe and the U.S.A. in 1981. But these are minor points in the overall purpose of the book.
For the non-psychiatrist, the chapter by Issy Polowski of Adelaide is an excellent one. The chapters on pharmacology, neurosurgery, and nerve blocks for pain relief are all easy to read. Useful chapters on pain relief in the cancer patient and the care of the terminally ill are included and finally there is a chapter on non-invasive mechanisms of pain relief which I felt could have been expounded on.
The format of the book precludes a full discussion and comparison of treatment of anyone pain syndrome as each is dealt with partially in the individual chapters. This book, therefore, serves as a good basis and introduction into the sphere of pain therapy and therefore I would recommend it to those so interested. D. W. GRONOW
